
CSD er medlem af  DAASDC og Callerlab

Nyhedsbrev nr. 4 - 2025
Kære callerkolleger

Så nærmer julen og nytåret sig med hastige skridt. De fleste klubber har lukket ned for juleferien, 
og det er tid til at tænke over året der kommer.

Som jeg tidligere har skrevet, underviser jeg på mit sidste år, og min klub - Hedens Squaredansere 
- har fundet min afløser. Det er dejligt at vide.

Lister
Som de fleste forhåbentlig har fulgt med i, har Callerlab med stor majoritet valgt at ændre 
fordelingen af calls på niveauerne. Basic forsvinder og bliver  erstattet af den nye Mainstreamliste. 
Igangsætning på undervisningssiden bliver fra september 2026.
Med hensyn til, hvad der skal ske på festivaller, har vi endnu ikke modtaget besked om, men min 
forventning er, at det måske bliver fra sommeren 2027, da første hold nye dansere på dette 
tidspunkt forventes at være udlært efter den nye Mainstreamliste.
For nyligt er der også udgivet en liste med indlæringsrækkefølge af den nye Mainsteam.
Det hedder sig at alle calls, der er fjernet fra Basic- og Mainstreamlisten, kommer på den nye 
Plusliste
Selv havde jeg dog gerne set, at der blev luget ud på listen, da der stadig forekommer både Dive 
Thru og Pass To The Center samt Star thru og Slide Thru
I nærmeste fremtid forventer jeg også at se en ny Plusliste, da den skal implementeres samtidigt 
med den nye Mainstreamliste.
Hold øje med vores hjemmeside samt Callerlab.org

Både alfabetisk liste og indlæringsliste er medsendt i dette nyhedsbrev.

Kursus 2026
Kurset i Sinding blev i første omgang hurtigt fyldt op, men desværre kom der efterfølgende en 
afmelding igen. Det vil sige at vi pt. har en ledig plads og at du stadig kan nå at komme med på 
kurset med Søren Lindergaard.
Jeg vedhæfter lige indbydelsen.

http://Callerlab.org


Kursus for nybegyndere
I oktober måned afholdt CSD to kurser med Carsten Nielsen for calleraspiranter.
Det var et par spændende dage for de 5 tilmeldte deltagere, og ingen af dem flygtede fra det. Hvad 
slutresultatet på sigt bliver kan kun fremtiden vise, men 2 har meldt sig ind i CSD.
Deltagerne ville gerne have et par tilsvarende dage efter jul, så det prøver vi at arbejde videre med. 
Det bliver dog ikke gratis, men mod en fornuftig betaling.

Danish Convention 2026
Nordjysk Convention har efterlyst CSD-callere til lørdag formiddag (6. Juni fra kl. 10 - 12).
Meld MEGET GERNE snarest ind til mig.
Jeg er i 2026 desværre ikke selv i stand til at deltage, så jeg håber meget, at der er andre friske 
callere der har lyst.

Pladebørsen
Der har på det sidste heldigvis været lidt interesse for at få gratis musik, men der er stadig masser 
at hente.

Med venlig hilsen
Mads Nielsen

Formand - CSD

Glædelig
jul



 

CALLERLAB (NEW) MAINSTREAM PROGRAM 
 Effective September 1, 2026 

 

1. Arm Turn Family 

a. Right/Left Arm Turn 

b. Allemande Left/Right 

2. Bend the Line 

3. Box the Gnat 

4. California Twirl 

5. Cast Off 3/4 

6. Centers In 

7. Circle Family 

a. Circle Left/Right (1/4, 1/2, 3/4, Full) 

b. Circle of 4 Left/Right (1/4, 1/2, 3/4, Full) 

c. Single Circle Left/Right (1/4, 1/2, 3/4, Full) 

8. Circulate Family 

a. Couples Circulate 

b. (Named Dancers) Circulate 

c. All Eight Circulate 

d. Single File (Column) Circulate 

e. Box/Split Circulate 

9. Courtesy Turn 

10. Dive Thru 

11. Dosado 

12. Double Pass Thru 

13. Extend 

14. Ferris Wheel 

15. First Couple Go Left/Right,  

Next Couple Go Right/Left 

16. Flutterwheel / Reverse Flutterwheel 

17. Fold / Cross Fold 

18. Grand Square 

19. Half Sashay Family 

a. Half Sashay 

b. Rollaway 

c. Ladies In, Men Sashay 

20. Hinge Family  

a. Single Hinge 

b. Couples Hinge 

21. Ladies Chain Family 

a. Ladies Chain / Ladies Chain 3/4 

b. Four Ladies Chain / Four Ladies Chain 3/4 

c. Chain Down the Line 

22. Lead Right/Left 

23. Ocean Wave Family 

a. Step to a Wave 

b. Dosado to a Wave 

c. Single Circle to a Wave 

d. Alamo Style 

e. Balance 

24. Pass the Ocean  

25. Pass Thru 

26. Promenade Family 

a. Couples Promenade 

b. Single File Promenade 

c. Star Promenade 

d. Wrong Way Promenade 

27. Recycle (From Waves Only) 

28. Right and Left Grand Family 

a. Right and Left Grand 

b. Weave the Ring 

c. Wrong Way Grand 

29. Right and Left Thru 

30. Run / Cross Run 

31. Scoot Back 

32. Separate Family  

a. Separate 

b. Separate Around 1 or 2 to a Line 

c. Separate Around 1 or 2 and come into the 

middle 

33. Slide Thru 

34. Spin the Top 

35. Split Two 

36. Square Thru / Left Square Thru 

37. Star Right / Left 

38. Star Thru 

39. Sweep a Quarter 

40. Swing 

41. Swing Thru / Left Swing Thru 

42. Tag the Line Family 

a. Tag the Line (In / Out / Left / Right) 

b. Fraction (1/4, 1/2, 3/4) Tag 

43. Touch a Quarter 

44. Trade Family 

a. Couples Trade 

b. (Named Dancers) Trade 

c. Right/Left Hand Trade 

d. Partner Trade 

45. Trade By 

46. Turn Back Family 

a. U-Turn Back 

b. Backtrack 

47. Veer Left/Right  

48. Wheel and Deal 

49. Wheel Around / Reverse Wheel Around 

50. Zoom 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
(December 2025) 

 
 

* * * * * * * * * * S T A R T * * * * * * * * * * 
 

(New) Mainstream Program Teaching Order 
Implementation Date: September 1, 2026 

 
CALLERLAB is pleased to announce that the Mainstream Committee has approved two key 
updates that will guide future instruction for the Mainstream Program. 
 
1. New Recommended Mainstream Teaching Order Adopted 
Committee members voted to adopt an updated teaching order for the (new) Mainstream 
Program. This revised sequence is intended to support clearer, more consistent instruction 
for dancers and callers. 
 
2. Minimum Instructional Time Established 
The committee also approved a new recommended minimum of 30 hours of instruction for 
teaching the Mainstream Program. This standard is designed to ensure dancers receive a 
solid foundation. 
 
Next Steps 
The new Mainstream List will take effect September 1, 2026. 
 
The committee will now begin work on a new Mainstream Instructional Guide/Playbook to 
support callers in applying these updates. 
 
Additional information and progress updates will be posted at CALLERLAB.org/tippp. 
 
CALLERLAB thanks the Mainstream Committee for its continued work to strengthen caller 
education and support the success of dancers worldwide. 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * E N D * * * * * * * * * * 
We thank you for the coverage you have given us in the past and for your continued support in the future. 

 

http://www.callerlab.org/tippp


CALLERLAB (NEW) MAINSTREAM SUGGESTED TEACHING ORDER 
Effective September 1, 2026

1. Circle Family
a. Circle Left/Right (1/4, 1/2, 3/4, Full)
b. Circle of 4 Left/Right (1/4, 1/2, 3/4, Full)
c. Single Circle Left/Right (1/4, 1/2, 3/4, Full)

2. Dosado
3. Promenade Family

a. Couples Promenade
b. Single File Promenade
c. Star Promenade
d. Wrong Way Promenade

4. Arm Turn Family
a. Right/Left Arm Turn
b. Allemande Left/Right

5. Star Right/Left
6. Right and Left Grand Family

a. Right and Left Grand
b. Weave the Ring
c. Wrong Way Grand

7. Pass Thru
8. Wheel Around / Reverse Wheel Around
9. Courtesy Turn

10. Right and Left Thru
11. Swing
12. Ladies Chain Family

a. Ladies Chain, (Ladies Chain 3/4)
b. Four Ladies Chain, (Chain 3/4)
c. Chain Down the Line

13. Half Sashay Family
a. Half Sashay
b. Rollaway
c. Ladies In, Men Sashay

14. Turn Back Family
a. U-Turn Back
b. Backtrack

15. Separate Family
a. Separate
b. Separate Around 1 or 2 to a Line
c. Separate Around 1 or 2 into the middle

16. Lead Right / Lead Left
17. Veer Left / Veer Right
18. Star Thru
19. Circulate Family

a. Couples Circulate
b. (Named Dancers) Circulate
c. All Eight Circulate
d. Single File (Column) Circulate
e. Box/Split Circulate

20. Bend the Line

21. Square Thru / Left Square Thru
22. Split Two
23. Grand Square
24. Double Pass Thru
25. First Couple Go Left/Right,

Next Couple Go Right/Left
26. Wheel and Deal
27. California Twirl
28. Slide Thru
29. Dive Thru
30. Box the Gnat
31. Ocean Wave Family

a. Alamo Style
b. Balance
c. Step to a Wave
d. Dosado to a Wave
e. Single Circle to a Wave

32. Trade Family
a. Couples Trade
b. (Named Dancers) Trade
c. Right/Left Hand Trade
d. Partner Trade

33. Swing Thru / Left Swing Thru
34. Run / Cross Run
35. Pass the Ocean
36. Extend
37. Flutterwheel / Reverse Flutterwheel
38. Sweep a Quarter
39. Trade By
40. Ferris Wheel
41. Zoom
42. Touch a Quarter
43. Hinge Family

a. Single Hinge
b. Couples Hinge

44. Centers In
45. Cast Off Three-Quarters
46. Spin the Top
47. Scoot Back
48. Fold / Cross Fold
49. Tag the Line Family

a. Tag the Line (In / Out / Left / Right)
b. Fraction (1/4, 1/2, 3/4) Tag

50. Recycle (from Waves only)

It is suggested that calls in italics be delayed 
until later in the teaching sequence. 

See details in the (New) Mainstream Playbook.

It is recommended that the Mainstream Program should be taught in no less than 30 hours of 
instruction (15 two-hour classes or 20 ninety-minute classes).



afholder

Callerkursus
Fredag den 30.01.2026 - Søndag den 1.02.2026

Kvindvadvej 11, Sinding, 7400 Herning

Se mere om kursusindhold på bagsiden af flyeren

Kursusprisen inkluderer mad 
og overnatning fra fredag til 
søndag.

Drikkevarer kan købes, men er 
ikke inkluderet i prisen.

Antal kursus-
deltagere:

▪ Min. 4

▪ Max. 6

Tilmelding:
board@csd-denmark.dk

Først til mølle 
- senest 31/12-2025

Ankomst og indkvartering fredag fra kl. 17-18.

Kurset slutter søndag ca. 14.30.
Medbring selv håndklæder og sengelinned.

Pris for hele kurset: 
DKK 3.500

Betaling:
▪ Danske Bank

▪ Reg. Nr. 9570

▪ Kontonr. 13350353

Tlf. Mads:
+45 40 53 49 43

Tag en snak med din klub om tilskud eller betaling for kurset. De 
fleste kommuner giver tilskud til uddannelse af undervisere, blot 
man søger dem.



Sørens forslag til indhold:

• Mechanics of Choreography

• Choreographic Management – 
Formation awareness

• Music

• Smooth Dancing and Body Flow – 
Flow Modules

• Sværhedsgrad

• Teaching - Hvordan underviser man I 
et call

• Opbygning af get-outs / præsentation 
af get-outs/ Stationer

• Singing Call Teknik

Hvis der skulle komme flere forslag på 
emner så kikker vi da på det 

Søren modtager meget gerne forslag til 
emner. Har du et ønske  / idé er du 
meget velkommen til at kontakte Søren 
på  mail eller telefon. 

Deltagerne får tilsendt det endelige 
program inden kurset....

Fredag
17.00-18.00     Ankomst

18.00-19.00     Spisning

19.00 - 21.00   Undervisning

Lørdag

8.00-9.00    Morgenmad 

9.00-12.00     Teori og mikrofontid 

12.00-13.00   Frokost 

13.00-18.00   Teori og mikrofontid 

18.30                  Aftensmad med   
   efterfølgende   
   opsummering af   
   dagen og hyggeligt   
   samvær 

Søndag

8.00-9.00     Morgenmad 

9.00-12.00   Teori og mikrofontid 

12.00-13.00   Frokost 

13.00-15.00    Opsamling, 
   Evaluering og  feed back 
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Newsletter 

for Members of 

 
The International Association 

of Square Dance Callers, Inc. 

FROM THE CHAIR 
By Ted Lizotte, Chair 

In his latest update, Ted takes a 

thoughtful look at the months since 

the membership approved the 

Proposal last spring and reflects on 

both the challenges and the 

tremendous progress made since then. 

He speaks candidly about the ongoing committee work, 

the effort to communicate clearly and transparently, 

and the passion that continues to drive CALLERLAB’s 

leadership as we move through this important time of 

change. Ted also shares some heartfelt thoughts about 

what truly defines our activity — the people, the 

friendships, and the shared joy that keeps square 

dancing alive and thriving. 

Whether you’ve been following the transition closely or 

are just catching up, this message offers an 

encouraging reminder of why the work matters and 

how each of us plays a role in shaping the future 

together. 

Watch Ted’s October Video From the Chair here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H4J_DWqKijY 
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Future Conventions 

March 30-April 1, 2026—Reno, NV 

March 21-24, 2027—Indianapolis, IN 
 

CALLERLAB Home Office 

 Monday-Thursday:  

 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. (Eastern Time) 

 

 Phone:  1-(785) 783-3665 

1-(800) 331-2577 (Business Only) 

 FAX:      1-(785) 783-3696 

 E-mail:     info@callerlab.org  

 Website:   www.callerlab.org 
 

INSURANCE CERTIFICATES 

Jenny@NorthWestBrokers.com  1-(208) 322-8300 

VOLUME FIFTY-TWO, NUMBER FOUR, October 2025                          Greenwood, IN

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H4J_DWqKijY
mailto:Jenny@NorthWestBrokers.com
mailto:Tanya@NorthWestBrokers.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H4J_DWqKijY


2 

 

(New) Mainstream List 

The CALLERLAB Mainstream Committee has officially approved the new Mainstream Program list, 

reflecting the simplified Program structure approved earlier this year. The new list will take effect 

on September 1, 2026.  See attached Press Releases at the end of this DIRECTION for more 

information about the transition.   

What this means for you: 

• Between now and September 1, 2026, clubs and callers will continue to use the current 

Mainstream, Basic, and SSD lists. 

• The Mainstream Committee is developing a recommended teaching order for the new list. 

• Supporting resources are underway, including lesson plans, a new Mainstream Playbook, 

and additional teaching documentation. 

• All calls not included in the new Mainstream list will move to the Plus Program. The Plus 

Committee is reviewing these updates and will release a finalized Plus Program list, also 

effective September 1, 2026. 

Next Steps: 

Visit callerlab.org/tippp to follow the roadmap, view draft documents, and explore FAQs. Members 

will automatically receive ongoing updates. 

Again, the updated CALLERLAB program lists take effect September 1, 2026. Starting that date, 

teaching should begin from the new lists. CALLERLAB recognizes there will be a transition 

period while callers and dancers adjust to the new definitions and program content. As a caller, use 

your best judgment to keep your dancers successful, informed, and comfortable on the floor during 

this transition.  Watch for more resources coming out soon!    

 

DIRECTION is the official newsletter of CALLERLAB, The International Association of Square Dance Callers, with offices located at 494  

Emerson Ave, Ste H1, Greenwood, IN 46143-1953; Phone: (785) 783-3665; E-mail: info@CALLERLAB.org. DIRECTION is published and   

mailed first class or electronically to all Members and affiliates of CALLERLAB. DIRECTION is edited by Teresa Berger, Executive Director. 

The opinions expressed in articles submitted by Members or affiliates do not necessarily reflect the policies of CALLERLAB. All articles  

submitted for publication must be signed by the author. 

The editor reserves the right to exercise discretion in accepting, editing, or rejecting any material submitted for publication. Articles submitted for  

publication that describe square dance formations or arrangements MUST be in accordance with CALLERLAB standards. 

IN MEMORY 

 
 

Mike Magnant, Ankeny, IA 

 

The Home Office will be closed on  

November 27 & 28 2025 observing 

U.S.A.’s Thanksgiving Holiday. 

https://callerlab.org/tippp/
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51ST CALLERLAB CONVENTION 

Over 250 attendees are already signed up for the 51st CALLERLAB 

Convention in Reno, NV! Will we see you there? 

All registrations received before the Early Bird deadline were entered 

into a drawing to win one of two $100 credits toward Convention fees. 

We’re excited to announce that the winners are Barry 

Johnson and Vance Morrison! Congratulations, Barry and Vance! 

The Home Office will be in touch soon regarding your credit. 

Host Hotel: Grand Sierra Resort 

We are thrilled to be at the Grand Sierra Resort — a one-stop destination with nearly 2,000 modern 

guest rooms, incredible dining, entertainment, a lively casino, bowling, arcade fun, and more. Enjoy 

complimentary airport shuttle service and free parking during your stay. 

Hotel Booking Details 

• Booking Link: Reserve Your Room 

• Group Cut-Off Date: February 25, 2026 (Midnight PST) 

• Room Rate: $89/night 

• Pre-weekend Rate: $119/night (limited availability — book early!) 

• Triple/Quad: +$25 per person/night 

• Resort Fee: $20/night (includes fitness center, pool, business center, in-room amenities, 

parking, shuttle, and more) 

• Additional Fees: County room tax, $2 daily tourism surcharge, $1.99 daily housekeeping 

gratuity (optional) 

A credit card is required to reserve, and you will be charged one night’s room and tax as a deposit. 

Cancellations made at least 72 hours before arrival will receive a full refund. 

All convention attendees are expected to stay at the hotel to assist with all convention expenses.  If our 

room block does not sell out, any attendees not staying on site will be assessed a $100 offsite lodging 

fee.  

Are you a Member attending your first convention? 

• CALLERLAB continues to offer Members attending their first Convention a 25% 

discount. Contact the Home Office to register at the discounted rate. If you have already 

registered, the Home Office will automatically apply the discount to your account. 

 

Register Online 

Hotel Reservations 

https://book.passkey.com/GO/LAB26
https://callerlab.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e8ebac1df32db033d75604c7a&id=79708444b2&e=f7ec7f11c5
https://callerlab.org/2026registration/
https://book.passkey.com/GO/LAB26
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• Overseas & Youth Members attending their first convention can apply for a fee waiver to 

cover the cost of the Convention fee. Learn more on our website: 

 https://callerlab.org/convention/convention-fee-waivers/ 

New this year, there will be a Post-Convention Community Dance Leaders Seminar held on 

Wednesday and Thursday following the Convention. The seminar is designed to equip callers and 

dance leaders with the skills necessary to conduct beginner-friendly dance events. It emphasizes a 

variety of dance forms suitable for newcomers, including circles, lines, contras, and 

squares. Participants learn techniques for presenting these dances effectively and managing beginner 

parties, making it an invaluable resource for those aiming to introduce new dancers to the activity. 

The cost is $50 per caller.  

 

25 and 50 YEAR CERTIFICATES  

Is 2026 the year you will reach 25 or 50 years as a caller? If so, 

below is the established policy and procedure regarding this very 

important and historic milestone in any caller’s career. The 

following is the policy for presenting the 25 and 50 Year 

Certificates:  

1) During the CALLERLAB Convention, the 25 and 50 Year Certificate will be presented to each  

Member who becomes eligible during that year and who is attending the Convention.  

2) Certificates will be mailed to the Members who become eligible in that year but do not attend the  

Convention.  

3) Members who became eligible in previous years who are attending will be acknowledged.  

If you believe you will be eligible in 2026 (started calling in 2001 (25) or 1976 (50), please contact the Home 

Office to verify that we have the correct information within our files.  

 

52nd CALLERLAB CONVENTION 

Mark Your Calendars! CALLERLAB is coming to Indiana in 2027! 

We’re excited to announce the 52nd CALLERLAB Convention, 

taking place March 21-24, 2027, at the Marriott East in 

Indianapolis, IN — right here in our home state! 

We’re planning a Pre-Convention Caller Clinic, much like the 

one held in Greenville, and look forward to gathering following 

the worldwide implementation of the new programs. Together, 

we’ll continue the conversation on how to encourage and support 

more callers. 

Stay tuned for more information — we can’t wait to see you in 

Indianapolis! 

https://callerlab.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e8ebac1df32db033d75604c7a&id=2472cecae1&e=f7ec7f11c5
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Board of Governors Election Results 

Congratulations to the following Members who have been elected to 

a three-year term on the Board of Governors: 

• Philipp Aff 

• Jeremy Butler 

• Travis Cook 

• Barry Johnson 

• Vernon Jones 

• Jack Pladdys 

• Dottie Welch  

 

The newly elected Board Members will begin serving their terms at 

the 2026 CALLERLAB Convention.  

 

In addition, we  thank the following candidates who took the time and initiative to run for the Board 

of Governors but who were not elected this year: Shawn Brown, Walt Burr, Brad Caldwell, 

Dennis Clark, Tom Davis, Charlie Petrea, and Bob Riggs. Thank you again to all the candidates 

and to our Members who voted in this election.  

VOTING PARTICIPATION  

Ballots for the 2026-2027 Board of Governors election were sent to all Voting Members on July 15, 

2025. This year, 578 ballots were sent; 411 were returned, resulting in a voting percentage of 71% 

compared to 75% last year. All Voting Members are encouraged to exercise their right to vote. Thank 

you to all who did just that!  

ELECTRONIC VOTING  

2025 is our 5th year offering electronic voting for CALLERLAB Members. Of our 578 Voting Members, 

561 opted to  vote electronically.  Our electronic voters had a 72%  

response rate. The Home Office extends a special thanks to everyone who participated in the  

electronic vote! Not only does this save the Home Office time and money by not having to mail paper 

bios and ballots, but this also saves our Members time and money when returning their ballot.   

Please note: Beginning with the next membership year, CALLERLAB membership applications will 

no longer include a checkbox authorizing electronic voting. By signing your membership application, 

you automatically authorize electronic voting unless you contact the Home Office to opt out and 

request a paper ballot. Paper ballots must be received by the stated deadline to be counted. 

BECOME A VOTING MEMBER!  

You do not have to attend a CALLERLAB Convention to become a voting member.  

CALLERLAB has an Alternative Involvement Form that can be completed. If you meet the 

qualifications, you may become a Voting Member.  

Ask the Home Office for more details.  

Donations to 

Foundation 

Sue Curtis 

Al Frazier 

Kris Jensen 

Harlan Kerr 

Patrick Krause 

Kazunori Kobayashi 

Steven Taylor 

Susan Yara & Murray 

Kellogg 

https://www.callerlab.org/download/alternative-involvement-requirement/?wpdmdl=5071&refresh=627893797f6561652069241
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Thank you again for your participation!  

COMMITTEE NEWS 

Music Producers Committee 

The Executive Committee has approved Adam Christman (left) as 

Chair of the Music Producers Committee succeeding Shauna Kaaria 

(right) Thank you to Shauna for her service to the Music Producers 

Committee!  

Marketing Committee 

The Executive Committee has approved Charlie Robertson (left) as 

Vice Chair of the Marketing Committee succeeding Jack Pladdys 

(right) Thank you to Jack for his service to the Marketing Committee! 

Handicapable Outreach 

The Executive Committee has approved Cory Geis (left) as liaison to 

Handicapable Dancing succeeding Charlie Wheatley (right) Thank you 

to Charlie for his service to Handicapable Dancing! 

 

Mainstream Committee Update 
Buddy Weaver, Harlan Kerr & Mickey Braithwaite 

The newly established Mainstream Committee brings together the expertise of the former Basics/

Mainstream Committee, the SSD Committee, and other dedicated CALLERLAB members. By 

combining years of experience, a wealth of knowledge, and diverse viewpoints, this committee now 

embodies the full spectrum of the organization. 

The committee’s primary aim is to design a contemporary entry-level program that is enjoyable, 

accessible and lasting. Its mission is to develop a system that welcomes both new and seasoned 

dancers and callers, while honoring the achievements of previous committees and CALLERLAB’s 

history. 

Inclusiveness and transparency are central to the committee’s work. Every member’s input is valued, 

and collaboration is at the heart of the program development process. The program is truly a group 

endeavor, shaped by the collective insight of the committee, not by any single individual. 

The program is currently in draft form and considerable progress has been made. Once finished, the 

complete Mainstream program will be released to the community, including a Program List, Teaching 

Order, and Instructional Guide—all scheduled for completion by the 2026 convention. CALLERLAB 

will have a modern Mainstream program for implementation in September 2026. During this interim 

phase, dancers and leaders are encouraged to consult and follow the Transitionary Implementation 

Phase of the Program Policy (TIPPP), which offers guidance throughout this period of change.  

Stay tuned for further updates—your new Mainstream program is on its way! 

Yours for a sustainable square dance future, 
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Buddy Weaver and Harlan Kerr, Co-Chairs 

Mickey Braithwaite, Vice Chair 

Plus Definitions Update 

A new version of the Plus Definitions has been published. This update includes a revision to the 

definition of (anything) and Spread. You can view the latest version here: Plus Definitions Update. 

Special thanks to the Plus Committee and the Definitions Committee for their hard work on this 

important revision. 

Definitions Committee 

Additional Details Document Now Available 

We are pleased to announce that the Additional Details for Square Dance Definitions document is now 

available for download here: Additional Details Document 

This new companion resource expands on the existing Definitions documents, offering additional 

explanations and clarifications about dancing and calling across all CALLERLAB Programs. The 

material is organized into five key areas — Formations, Commands, Dance Action, Timing, and 

Styling — and serves as a valuable reference for both callers and dancers. 

As stated in the preface, the goal of this document is to help deepen understanding of 

the Definitions while keeping our primary objective in mind: dancing — the smooth, harmonious, and 

enjoyable experience that results when technical precision and artistry come together. 

Our sincere thanks and congratulations to Guy Steele (Chair), Dottie Welch (Vice Chair), and the 

entire Definitions Committee for their thoughtful and detailed work in preparing this important 

addition to CALLERLAB’s educational resources. 

International Advisory Committee Update 
Tom Rainer 

The International Advisory Committee (IAC) recognizes that the majority membership of 

CALLERLAB has spoken with regard to the recent Proposal. In response, IAC members are 

committed to championing the phases of the Proposal within their local regions and communities. 

One of the ways the IAC is actively supporting the Transitionary Implementation Phase of the 

Program Policy (TIPPP) is through language translation services. Ensuring that square dance callers 

and dancers worldwide have access to accurate and timely information is central to our mission. 

To that end, translations of the official press release are already available in German, Japanese, and 

Italian on the CALLERLAB website, with additional languages under consideration. These efforts 

help expand the reach of CALLERLAB’s work and strengthen our shared commitment to making 

square dancing a truly global activity. 

Committee for Community and Traditional Dance (CCTD) 
Bob Riggs 

The Committee for Community and Traditional Dance (CCTD) continues to provide support to dance 

leaders desiring to include one night party and/or community dance material in their recreational 

dances, community dances and/or while providing entertainment at one-night parties. This support 

https://callerlab.org/download/plus-definitions/
https://callerlab.org/additional-details-document-now-available/
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comes in the form of an annual seminar that has been offered in years past. This year it will be offered 

on Wednesday/Thursday following the Callerlab Convention. Further, the Committee publishes the 

Community Dance (CD) Journal that includes articles and dance material, and a website that allows 

leaders to access a variety of community and one-night party dance material. 

Community Dance Leader Seminar (CDLS)  

After a year off, we will be holding the Community Dance Leader Seminar right after the 

CALLERLAB Convention in Reno, NV. Plan to say over an extra night to participate in the seminar. 

It is planned to start immediately after lunch on Wednesday, April 1st and finish by 4:00pm on 

Thursday, April 2nd. For those that are not familiar with this seminar, we plan educational sessions 

at the CALLERLAB Convention hotel. Each of 10 sessions will include methods and materials. We 

plan to discuss teaching techniques for dance material, programming, showmanship, music, and a 

variety of material suited to these dance events, i.e. using square dance modules for community/

party dances, music, Sicilian circles, mixers, and specialized material suited to school programs. Our 

staff will include leaders that have used a variety of material to entertain and educate. 

Presentations will include material that could be used at one night parties, community dances, and 

contemporary destination programs instead of rounds. 

Publication of the CD Journal … Look for the next issue of the CD Journal. If you are not a 

subscriber, contact the CALLERLAB home office and request to be added to the subscriber list. 

Callerlab members can access the CD Journal index to review the content included in the many 

years of this publication. 

Dances.Callerlab.org ... this sub-site of the CALLERLAB website has been setup to provide anyone 

with access to dance material that can be used for limited basic events. Currently, there are Square 

Dances (Quadrilles, Traditional Squares, visiting couple), Contra dances, Circle dances (couple 

dances, mixers), Trios, and other formations suited to the dance events. This collection of dance 

material will continue to grow with contributions from you, from material presented at the CDLS 

and from the worldwide activities of community dance practitioners.  

Join us during the convention for our annual Committee for Community and Traditional Dance 

Committee meeting and stay over Wednesday night to attend the CDLS. 

KNOWLEDGEBASE 
Barry Clasper

 

In the August DIRECTION I celebrated the 10th anniversary of the KnowledgeBase. I pointed to our 

Statistics page (https://knowledge.callerlab.org/statistics) and gave a little summary of our average 

traffic numbers. Over the course of this year so far, the KnowledgeBase has averaged 682 unique 

visitors per month – that is, 682 different people visited at least once. I pointed out this average has 

been fairly consistent over the past 3 years. 

Then I put out a challenge to those 682 people who seem to find value in the KnowledgeBase. “I'd like 

https://knowledge.callerlab.org/statistics
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to start collecting stories from users who found something in the KnowledgeBase that really helped 

them out. If you're one of the 682, and you found something (or many things) that helped you recruit, or 

teach, or develop professionally, or organize an event, or build a presentation, or.. or.. or.. - please tell 

me about it. Conversely, if you couldn't find what you needed, tell me about that too (especially if you 

eventually found it somewhere else). We're always looking for input. Just visit https://

knowledge.callerlab.org and click on Contact Us.” 

What were the results of this plea?  Well, we’ve had 4 new KnowledgeBase items since that last 

DIRECTION. Yaay!  BUT – none of them came from one of the 682.  Well ... nuts. 

Maybe I made it look too scary – like I wanted something involving a lot of writing and work. Let me 

try again.  Let’s start with something really easy: a Useful Link. If you click on Useful Links in the 

menu bar under the main masthead (displayed on every page) you get a page with four labelled tabs: 

Organizations:  links that take you to the home pages of major organizations related to square 

dancing. 

Resources:  links that take you to sites hosting resources related to square dancing. Some are 

general purpose housing an eclectic assortment of information and links, while others are more 

specific to a topic such as music. 

Tools/Equipment:  links that point to equipment vendors, tools, and services used in square 

dancing. 

History:  links that point to sites hosting historical information about square dancing. 

Have a look through those tabs and see what’s there. And if you can think of a site that would fit in 

one of those categories, but isn’t there – TELL ME about it. Use the Contact Us service to send an 

email with the link and what the site does. My inbox is ready to receive. 

Updated Dance Program Review Procedures (Quadrennial Review) 

The recent approval of the new Program Policy Statement and the current program restructure 

prompted a comprehensive update to the Dance Program Review Procedures—now informally referred 

to as the Quadrennial Review. 

The Executive Committee carefully considered all feedback received throughout this process, including 

thoughtful input from the Board during the Wednesday afternoon meeting at the Convention. 

Additional feedback was gathered from Program Chairs in the spring, discussed at that time, and 

finalized this fall. Following two rounds of discussion and edits, the new procedures have been 

approved.   

These revised procedures outline how CALLERLAB will review and maintain the integrity of each 

dance program on a now four-year rotation, ensuring consistency and transparency in the process. 

The updated document has been distributed to committee chairs. For those who would like to review it 

now, you can access the full Quadrennial Review Procedures on the Members Only Section of the 

website here: Dance Program Review Procedures 

CALLERLAB extends sincere appreciation to everyone who contributed ideas, comments, and 

perspectives during this review. Your engagement continues to strengthen our shared mission and 

support the ongoing evolution of our dance programs. 

https://callerlab.org/download/dance-program-review-procedures/
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CALLERADS 

We were pleased to offer the seventh CALLERADS publication in your inbox on October 1! Included in 

your membership is this free digital only subscription. A huge thanks to all of the advertisers who are 

supporting CALLERLAB with their ad purchases. If you missed out on getting your ad in this 

publication, be sure to visit www.callerlab.org/callerads to learn more about submitting an ad for the 

next edition in the spring. Please note: publication of these ads is in no way an endorsement of any 

product or service by the Home Office or CALLERLAB. Thank you for your  

support as we continue to find ways to make calling better! 

———————————————————————————————————————–———————– 

FROM OUR MEMBERS 

Opinions expressed in letters or articles from our Members are those of the writers and do not necessarily reflect 

those of CALLERLAB, nor of the editor. The editor reserves the right to condense, omit or re-write all or any part 

of material sent to CALLERLAB for publication. 

———————————————————————————————————————–———————– 

CHANGE IS HARD  
Justin Russell 

Everybody knows the phrases “You can’t teach an old dog new tricks” or “Old habits die 

hard.” Both sayings boil down to the same truth: change is hard. But in square dancing 

it is sometimes necessary if we want to grow. 

I became the club caller for Top Spinners in 2007. At the time, the club was 

struggling—we were literally calling members to make sure we had eight to dance. The former caller 

had kept things going for decades, but it was clear the club was at a crossroads. 

At our very first meeting, we asked the members to dream a little. What could Top Spinners 

become? Some remembered the “good old days” of packed halls. But one dancer voiced something 

simpler: “Could we just get enough folks to dance without calling around?” That became our number 

one priority. We wanted to build a sustainable club. 

That’s where Club 50 and later SSD came in. The clear structure, achievable goals, and welcoming 

approach gave us a framework to invite, teach, and keep dancers engaged. Here’s what worked for us: 

• Buy-in from Club Members: It started with core members meeting for pizza to talk through 

logistics. We compromised, debated and wrote down measurable goals. Over time it became two 

SSD Beginner Series a year. Each one started with a free Open House followed by 12 weeks of 

lessons and a final graduation night. 

• Simple Messaging: We framed SSD as a way to get beginners on the dance floor sooner. While 

zero to plus classes were teaching “Chase Right” we were finishing our second Beginner Series. The 

goal was not to overwhelm new dancers but emphasize core calls and get them dancing sooner. We 

established a routine so every club member would know when to expect the next Open House and 

how the process would work during and after classes. 

http://www.callerlab.org/callerads
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• Consistency & Flexibility: We stuck to the SSD structure and made sure the experience stayed 

joyful and lighthearted. If we received a low turnout for this class, we discussed ways to advertise 

the next one. When the club grew big enough, several members wanted to move on to the plus club 

model. We had to remember our ‘why’. We felt the only way to remain sustainable was to keep 

offering beginner classes. 

• Frequent Review & Conversations: The club has a quarterly meeting where we ask for 

feedback. We spend a lot of time talking about our wins. One thing we notice with other clubs is 

“angel burnout”. The 14 week approach seems to work for both our new dancers and angels. We 

follow it up with 30 minute workshop after the series. The music, the energy, and the sense of 

community matters as much as the calls. 

Now, with the new Mainstream list, those same lessons still apply. Focus on what dancers can do, 

make the learning fun, and keep the vision of a sustainable, welcoming club at the center. 

If I could offer one piece of advice to anyone preparing for this transition, it would be: involve your 

dancers in the process. Let them share their hopes, frustrations, and priorities. When people feel 

ownership of the change, they are much more willing to embrace it. 

Top Spinners didn’t just survive—we grew. And it started by facing change head-on, together. 

PLUS CLUBS AND THE NEW PROGRAM STRUCTURE 

Jeremy Butler 

Back in the "before times", before the plague, my club made the transition into being 

what we called at the time a "multi-level" club.  Previously, we had been using the 

Zero-Plus model, and like many other clubs our retention level was abysmal.  Our 

transition was a multi-step process, but in the end it worked out to be a great 

thing.  This was a step to incorporate SSD at the time, but with the new Program 

structure coming, the process would still apply today. 

In several discussions with club leadership, they were convinced that SSD was the way 

forward.  When the club membership was approached about a new program, the reactions were 

positive, with the few normal concerns that were expected.  They did not want to lose Plus.  The plan 

was simple, more dancing. Our Monday night class would become a multi-cycle SSD class, with new 

classes starting every 4 months or so.  1st/3rd/5th Saturday nights will remain our Plus dance. After 

the first year of classes was completed we would add a new Wednesday night class for any dancers 

that wished to learn more.  The "more" being the rest of Mainstream (all-position) and then Plus if 

enough were interested.  Until then we would continue to refine and expand our capabilities.  This 

was the "plan". 

As we all know, well made plans do not always go, well, according to plan.  So here's what actually 

happened.  The Monday night classes/dances were a success.  New dancers enjoyed themselves, were 

enthusiastic about bringing more to the next class and nobody felt overwhelmed with too much to 

learn.  We had planned to have class from 7:00pm-8:30pm and then just dance from 8:30pm-

9:30pm.  This turned into only dance a couple of tips after the class, because everyone participated in 

the class and was done by 9:00pm.  Everyone paid at the door, because everyone danced. 
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When we started the Wednesday night classes it was mainly "experienced" dancers coming to learn 

how to dance better.  When Monday night dancers were asked if they were ready to learn more only a 

select few decided that they were ready.  They would come ask me "Do you think I'm ready to learn 

more?" My reply, "Do you think you're ready?", response, "Not yet, I'm happy on Mondays for now." 

The one's that were ready for more, came.  Everyone got all-position workshops on everything 

Mainstream.  About two years in, some wanted to learn Plus.  So we had a Plus class on Wednesday 

nights. 

Saturday night dances continued as normal.  Just Plus. No Plus/SSD/Mainstream hybrid 50/50 mutli-

level dances.  Funny thing was, attendance was better during the week class/dance sessions.  The 

weekly dancers came out on Saturday and danced, with people who did not participate during the 

week, and the weekly folks were pulling the "Plus dancers" through.  It was a tough balance from the 

caller perspective, trying to keep the weekly folks entertained without blowing away the typical Plus 

dancer.  In the end, they would come and enjoy dancing all three nights every week!  Some even 

wanted to learn Advanced, and we started a Sunday Advanced class. We got all the way through the 

end of A2 with two of the dancers that had started with SSD (3 years earlier) and we were ready to 

start dancing that...  That was February 2020.  We all know what happened after that. 

Long story short, we were able to transition to a multi-level club with more dancing and more 

participation from club members.  The plan worked for us, in out situation, but some minor tweaking 

could make this work in a number of situations.  This was an incorporation of SSD, however the same 

principles and ideas would apply for the incorporation of the new program structure for any Plus 

clubs wishing to increase participation and retention in the same way. 

 

ATTENTION ALL CALLERLAB MEMBERS 
Mike Seastrom 

We have an opportunity of a lifetime right in front of us. We can unite and grow this 

amazing social recreation of ours, with all its health and wellness benefits, like never 

before. 

CALLERLAB and its Program Committees have been working since the 1990s to develop an “Entry 

Level Program” that has been tested successfully, is easier for new dancers to learn, and can be 

taught more than just once a year. We now have that program, and it's been approved by 75% of our 

membership. 

Our organization and all of its unique and colorful members need to unite like never before. We 

callers and teachers need to step up to the plate and show true leadership to make this successful. We 

need to be kind to everyone, firm with our dance leaders, and support each other. By showing mutual 

respect for each other, acceptance of our differences, and support of each other's efforts, we can show a 

united front and make a real difference. 

We are the teachers who are in the trenches every week, sharing the joy of this dance and 

entertaining our new dancers to keep them happy, having fun, and coming back week after week. We 

have seen the frustration of new dancers being overwhelmed with too many calls and too long a 

teaching time just to join our activity.  
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We have, as they say, “more skin in the game” than most dance leaders just by our time committed to 

learn to call and teach, and our investment in music, equipment, dues, licensing, and insurance. We 

owe it to each other and to the activity that we are so passionate about to step up and lead at this 

critical time.  

We are in the TIPPP or “Transitionary Implementation Phase of our Program Policy.” Between now 

and September 1, 2026, CALLERLAB leadership, committees, and members are collaborating to 

finalize resources, establish teaching orders, and prepare for worldwide implementation. 

We, as invested caller leaders, need to actively involve clubs, dance leaders, dancers, and each other to 

make this transition successful and help our activity boom with growth.  

Let’s be enthusiastic, kind, and accept each other's rate of adapting to this change. If we take this 

leadership role seriously, patiently holding the vision of spreading the joy of our dance to more new 

dancers in the future, we will grow like we did years ago, by opening our doors to new dancers more 

than once a year. 

Our new dancers will again become our primary recruiters of their family, friends, and co-workers, 

and we will grow. After all, square dancing is still the best healthy social recreation activity on the 

planet! Believe it, spread fun, and let’s unite. 

 

THINK OUTSIDE THE CORNER BOX 

Mike Sikorsky 

There are many reasons why you should try thinking outside the corner box for your 

patter calling.  Let's start by examining the psychological effects of Heads Square 

Thru 4. 

The Side Couples are watching the action, but they cannot see each other very well because of the 

action of the Heads. So, their feeling of teamwork is somewhat limited at this point. 

Their feeling of teamwork is also limited because the Heads are playing and they are not. The Heads 

are pulling by, turning and pulling by, turning and pulling by, turning and pulling by, until they are  

facing their Corner as their current Partner arrives next to them. They hardly notice this current 

partner because they almost never get to do a call with this person at this point. The mental focus of  

the Heads is with the couple in front of them only, which tends to limit their feeling of teamwork. 

All of the above could be alleviated and made better if instead of pausing dancers at the corner box, 

you called Slide Thru and worked from the Corner Line where everybody can mostly see everybody  

else. Almost no caller calls this way. 

Contrast the above with what happens when you call Heads Lead Right, Veer Left and Bend the Line. 

Firstly, the Heads have retained their original Partner, so they feel comfortable enough to glance 

around a little bit at the other dancers in the Square, which helps them build their feeling of 

teamwork. This can dramatically add good vibes to the dance experience. 
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Secondly, if you then call Pass Thru and Bend the Line, they look around and now they've enjoyed 

everyone in the Square, and they get the immediate feeling their team is ready for the task at hand. 

They're ready, as their anticipation and excitement begins to build. 

Now set up and call something that's a little different but not more difficult and get them back to 

infacing standard lines within 10 calls or so. Partnerships and sequence don't matter at this time. Let 

the dancers stand in these lines for two beats, then start again. During that two beats of time they will 

look around and even up their shoulders and quickly think "so far so good", again adding positivity to 

the dance experience. 

Watch closely as you speak your next call. Every dancer will step forward with their first step on the 

same beat of music as you begin calling your next sequence, once again adding great feelings of unity 

to the dance experience. 

Of course, this teamwork effect will be greatly dampened if you call the teamwork destroying and 

horribly overused and misused "up to the middle and back", which many callers do. This focuses  

every dancer's attention on the dancer directly in front of them only, not the team. It also tires the 

dancers out unnecessarily just a little bit. 

Now call your next sequence utilizing something a little different but not more difficult, and return the 

dancers to infacing standard lines, again with no regard for partners or sequence. This time, as they 

arrive in lines to rest 2 beats and then take their first continuation step, you should  

be able to observe them being very tight shoulder to shoulder.  

Watch them closely. Virtually every dancer on the dance floor will take their first step now on the 

same beat of music! They feel very much like a team! This is very exciting! This entire dance floor 

team feeling is the very reason why square dancing is the greatest dance form of all in the entire 

history of the world! 

The more you think outside the corner box and do the above over and over again, the more you can 

help the dancers create positive feelings and fun! 

Remember, it's not about how great you call. It's about how great you can help the dancers feel about 

themselves. 

Special thanks go out to one of my callers school students for suggesting the title to this article. 

Thanks for reading! 

 ACF 2025 CALLERS CONFERENCE  
Steve Turner 

The theme for the 2025 Callers Conference was aimed at: Shaping the Future using the 

4 pillars of Technical, Presentation, Teaching and Social.  It was presented by Nicole 

Stinton, Vocal Coach, Joe Kromer, ACC, and Steve Turner, ACC. 

The 4 day event commenced with a social/casual dance on Wednesday night of the check-in day 

featuring volunteers and in-eligible callers for the QLD National and to anyone else calling for the 

dance.  
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Day one started with setting goals and aims, followed by the opening presentation by Nicole 

addressing everyone in stage presence and posture An hour and a half of mind blowing information. 

We then broke into 3 groups learning all about “Showmanship/The Caller Entertainer” / Song & Dance 

Routines / Voice coaching for mini groups.  

Day two Topics; Teaching / Delivery, Timing & Pre Cueing / Choreo Complexity “v” Variety / Voice 

coach for mini groups. One night shows party games & dances / Hash tag squares.  

Day Three Topics; Sociability / One on One voice coaching /Dancers success with helper words / 

Keeping control of singer & hoedowns / Recognising Groupings & Get outs / Discussion Forum on “The 

Proposal” and “Marketing for new callers” Nicole’s final presentation concluded the CC with breathing 

exercises etc. Goals and Aims were reviewed and our M.C Kevin Kelly finished the day with his own 

poem, wrapping up what we believe was a successful conference. 

The Banquet—We had 66 callers and partners enjoying 

each other’s company. Filling the dining room with love 

and joy, mixing and mingling and enjoying the North 

Lakes menu. Even the desserts and teas/coffees were well 

worth the wait.  

I don’t believe we have had a CC in the past quite like the one we have experienced with so much love 

and friendship and camaraderie we experienced over the 4 days. In fact, I felt it spilt over to the 

National Convention too.  

Perhaps it was contributed to the fact that we had the conference prior to the National giving us time 

to socialise and connect with friends.  

Perhaps it was due to the content of the CC or the eager delegates wanting to learn and share ideas, 

or both.  

Perhaps we had a common interest in learning new ways and accepting changes coming our way as an 

organisation. We will never forget the special module we learnt over the 3 days and the famous 

“Somewhere over the Rainbow” song.  

Thank you to the 38 callers/leaders of various experience who attended the Caller Conference. Thank 

you to the feature presenters, the assistants and mediators, our MC, our Sub Committee and the QCC. 

Everyone contributed to make this Callers Conference a resounding success. And yes, we all learned 

something.  
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

(September 2025) 

 

* * * * * * * * * * S T A R T * * * * * * * * * * 

CALLERLAB Mainstream Committee Approves New Mainstream List 

Implementation Date: September 1, 2026 

The CALLERLAB Mainstream Committee has officially approved a new Mainstream Program list. 

This list, reflecting the simplified Program structure approved by the membership earlier this year, 

will go into effect on September 1, 2026. 

What This Means for You, Your Club, and the Future of Square Dancing 

This is not an overnight change. Between now and September 1, 2026, clubs and callers will continue 

to use the current Mainstream, Basic, and SSD lists. During this transition period, CALLERLAB 

committees are actively preparing the resources and guidance needed to ensure a smooth worldwide 

rollout. 

What Happens Next? 

• The Mainstream Committee is developing a recommended teaching order for the new list. 

• Supporting resources are in progress, including lesson plans, a new Mainstream Playbook, and 

additional teaching documentation. 

• All original Mainstream, Basic, and SSD calls not included in the new Mainstream list will 

automatically transfer to the Plus Program. 

The Plus Committee is currently reviewing these updates and will release the finalized Plus Program 

list, also to be implemented September 1, 2026. 

Stay Connected 

A dedicated webpage offers updates, draft documents, a roadmap, and FAQs: callerlab.org/tippp 

• Members will automatically receive updates first via e-news blasts. 

Non-members may sign up for free updates here: callerlab.org/2025subscriber/ 

CALLERLAB thanks the Mainstream and Plus Committees for their ongoing work to support callers, 

clubs, and dancers through this important transition. 

For more information as available, visit www.callerlab.org/tippp. 

* * * * * * * * * * E N D * * * * * * * * * * 

We thank you for the coverage you have given us in the past and for your continued support in the future. 

file:///Z:/_CALLERLAB/Publications/Press%20Releases/callerlab.org/2025subscriber/
http://www.callerlab.org/tippp
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

(October 2025) 

 
 

• * * * * * * * * * S T A R T * * * * * * * * * * 

 

 

Dancer & Caller Transition Guide for (New) Mainstream Program 

Implementation Date: September 1, 2026 

 

CALLERLAB’s updated (New) Mainstream and (New) Plus program lists take effect September 

1, 2026. Starting that date, new teaching should begin from the new lists. A transition period will 

follow, allowing callers and dancers time to adjust. Use caller judgment to keep your dancers 

successful and confident on the floor. 

 

What Happens on September 1, 2026?  

 

• The new program lists are officially in effect. 

• Callers should begin teaching and calling from the updated lists. 

• Dancers may need to learn a few new calls or adjust to program changes. 

• CALLERLAB will provide videos, teaching materials, and guidance on the TIPPP page. 

 

Dancer Transitions 

 

 

Caller Transitions 

 

 

 

 

 

Previous Program Learn These Calls 

SSD Dancers ¼ Tag the Line 
¾ Tag the Line 
Spin the Top 

Mainstream Dancers Single Circle to a Wave 

Plus Dancers TBD 

Previous Program Adds Drops 

SSD ¼ Tag the Line 
¾ Tag the Line 
Spin the Top 

Circle to a Line 

Mainstream Single Circle to a Wave Allemande Thars, Shoot the Star, Slip the Clutch, Circle to a Line, Clover-
leaf, Dixie Style to a Wave, Do Paso, Eight Chain Thru, Pass to the Center, 
Spin Chain Thru, Turn Thru, Walk and Dodge, Walk Around / See Saw 

Plus TBD TBD 
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Caller Guidance 

 

If your group previously danced only SSD: 

 

• Teach/workshop ¼ Tag the Line, ¾ Tag the Line, Spin the Top. 

• Do not call Circle to a Line. 

 

If your group previously danced only Mainstream: 

 

• Include Single Circle to a Wave. 

• Do not use calls moved to Plus.: Allemande Thars, Shoot the Star, Slip the Clutch, Circle to a Line, 

Cloverleaf, Dixie Style to a Wave, Do Paso, Eight Chain Thru, Pass to the Center, Spin Chain 

Thru, Turn Thru, Walk and Dodge, Walk Around / See Saw. 

 

If your group previously danced Plus: 

 

• Existing dancers know calls added from Basic & Mainstream. 

• Watch for updates once the new Plus list is finalized. 

 

Guidance for Running Dances in the Interim and during the Transition 

 

• Identify dances clearly (SSD, Mainstream, (New) Mainstream, Plus, or (New) Plus). 

• Communicate changes openly — help dancers understand what’s new. 

• Allow time for teaches or workshops for the newly added calls to each program. 

• Keep the tone encouraging and educational. 

 

Key Points to Remember 

 

• Effective Date: September 1, 2026 

• Teaching & Calling: Begin teaching using the new lists as of the effective date. Begin using the 

new lists at dances but workshop calls added to the list before using. 

• Transition Period: While traveling or visiting other groups, gauge the floor to ensure dancers are 

comfortable with the calls added to each program before including them in your regular 

programming. 

• Support: Additional resources, videos, and tips will be available through CALLERLAB and TIPPP. 

 

 

* * * * * * * * * * E N D * * * * * * * * * * 
We thank you for the coverage you have given us in the past and for your continued support in the future. 

 




