


CHAIR’S SPEECH
PRESENTED AT THE 49TH CALLERLAB CONVENTION
By Ted Lizotte

Good evening, everyone. May the Force be with you.

So here we are. Grapevine, Texas. The 49th CALLERLAB convention which is
quickly coming to a close. I hope you've enjoyed your time here and that you’ll be
taking something home with you; a new idea, a new get out, a new friendship.
These conventions are for you, and I sincerely hope the memory of this convention brings a smile to
your face.

As I've mentioned in my direction articles and my “From the Chair” videos, only one third of the total
membership reads or watches the information that I try and share. I would bet that a high percentage
of that third is here in this room tonight. You are the active and involved of our members. Probably
the most in tune with what is happening in our activity as well as the most vocal. Not saying that in a
bad way — just making an observation.

Many of you in this room know me; some of you have grown to be very close friends; others of
you...meh. But as I close out my first term as chair, I've learned a lot about the collective “you” and a
little more about myself as well.

As most of you are aware, what I'm doing right now, to me, is the hardest part of this job. Not the
reading in front of you, but the writing something coherent to share with you that I don’t feel would be
a waste of your time. I try to have most of my articles and videos be informative in some way, shape,
or form. You've all got other things to do, so if you're going to sit here and listen to me — I want to
make it worthwhile.

So, when I started preparing to write this speech, I went back and rewatched about six to eight other
Chair speeches from past conventions. These are all available on YouTube for everyone, but I have a
feeling that this speech, like the others, will probably get most of its views from future chairs for the
same reasons | watched. I guess I'm okay with that.

What I took away from past chair’s speeches was that there seems to be a need for change. Everyone
talked about it. Every... One. So I'm assuming it’s important. Honestly, if all the historians had to go
on were those videos, you'd probably assume that change has to be happening in the square dance
activity at a rate that was so fast — it must be imperceptible to the naked eye. Because it certainly
doesn’t LOOK like anything was changing. But that must be wrong, right? I mean, how could we not
make change happen when literally every person in a leadership role that I watched, believes that’s
the thing to do?

Well, I certainly didn’t want to buck the trend, so I guess I'll speak about change a little too, so I feel
included.

Ladies and gentlemen, allow me to enlighten you a bit. Change is coming whether you like it or not. It
is not I that will be enforcing this change, it’s a little thing we like to call time. Let’s look at some data.
CALLERLAB’s current total membership is just over a thousand, 1,067 at the time I'm writing this.
The average age of a voting CALLERLAB member is (got a number in your head?) — 69.97. And I
believe Teresa rounded down to be polite. Our average membership age overall is 68.22. Again, I
would like to emphasize that these are AVERAGES. One would assume that any organization where a




backyard around a bonfire about all the kooky stuff we did when we lived there. There were still kids
running around the yard, and still lots of laughter at the house. The house could change, because at
the end of the day, I still had my family — and isn’t that what matters most?

I'll leave you with this.

It’s been said that sometimes you need to plant a tree, knowing you will never be around to see its full
majesty and enjoy the shade that it provides. Folks, we have built a wonderful house and filled it with
incredible people. We have lived in that house for almost 50 years. Father Time has decreed it will
soon be under new ownership. The people that want to occupy this house for the next 50 years, might
like to do some remodeling, and they’d like your support.

I encourage you to be one of the people that they've always looked up to and help them make the
changes that they desire — even if some of those changes might not be exactly what you would have
done.

Because having the house around to raise another generation is the one thing we DON'T want to
change - and I think we can all agree on that.

THREE QUARTER CENTURY RECOGNITION
Speech Presented by Ted Lizotte

For only the second time in CALLERLAB history, we have a special presentation
for a three-quarter century certificate! Three-Quarter Century Certificates are
awarded to CALLERLAB members who have been calling for 75 or more years.

It is my honor to recognize Melton Luttrell who is celebrating 75 years of calling
this year. What an incredible achievement! Congratulations, Melton!

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD PRESENTED TO

MELTON LUTTRELL
Speech Presented by Mike Seastrom

The CALLERLAB Lifetime Achievement Award is given to honor a legend
in our activity. It’s given to an individual or couple who have spent a
lifetime unselfishly giving their time and talents to CALLERLAB and the
entire dance community. It is voted on by the Executive Committee and
the vote must be unanimous.

Tonight, there will be no mystery about this presentation. This Lifetime Achievement Award is for
Melton Luttrell. Melton and his wife, Sue, started square dance lessons in the fall of 1949 in
Eastland, Texas at Sue’s insistence. As often happens, the wife drags the husband and, in this case,
she actually tricked him into attending.

Before the class ended, Melton wanted to become a caller. So, in 1950, he started guest calling at clubs
in his area, and in the several summers that followed, the Luttrells attended Herb Greggerson’s school
for callers in Ruidoso, New Mexico. He then started calling in earnest, and in the next year he had
regular calling dates in four neighboring cities.




Melton i1s a lifetime member of the North Texas Callers Association and was inducted into the North
Texas Callers Hall of Fame in 1998. In 2008 he was inducted into the Texas State Callers Association
Hall of Fame.

I'm honored tonight on behalf of CALLERLAB, in the presence of his family, dear friends, and
distinguished colleagues to present the CALLERLAB Lifetime Achievement Award to Melton
Luttrell.

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD PRESENTED TO
JON JONES

Speech Presented by Vernon Jones

This recipient started calling in 1955 although it has been reported that he
actually called his first dance much earlier while he was in elementary
school for his mothers class. His mother who was an elementary school
teacher wanted the class to do a Square Dance so she made him do it, and
he has been calling ever since. He has called all over the US, Canada and

in many parts of the World. He was the first caller to call in the USSR.

He played important roles in the formation of the North Texas Callers Association and the Texas
State Callers Association and served both groups as the first President of each. He is a lifetime
member of each association and in 2008 he was inducted to the Texas Callers Hall of Fame.

For 13 years he taught a 1 hour credit PE course on Square Dancing for the University of Texas at
Arlington. He is a recording artist and has recorded for Square L, Kalox, Blue Star, Global, Desert
Gold, Fine Tune and Royal Records.

He joined CALLERLAB in 1974. He has been Chair of the Applications Review Committee aka the
ARK. As matter of fact, he was instrumental in proposing the formation of this committee. He has also
been Chair of the Accredited Caller Coach Committee and the Basic, Mainstream committee as well
as Vice Chair of the Alternate Dance Program Ad Hoc Committee that was later changed to the Team
2000 Committee. Currently he is a member of the Accredited Caller Coach, Basic/Mainstream, Past
Chairs, Plus, Public Relations, SSD and Caller Training Committees. He has served CALLERLAB as
a member of the Board of Governors for 14 years, The Executive Committee for 7 years and as
Chairman of the Board for 2 terms. He has received and been present to accept the 25 years in calling
and 50 years in calling certificates. He is a Milestone Award recipient and is one of the very few
honored with the CALLERLAB Gold Card for Lifetime Membership. He is a CALLERLAB Accredited
Caller Coach and he is one of only 2 CALLERLAB members to attend every CALLERLAB convention
to date.

And tonight, he will become the 4th recipient of the
CALLERLAB Lifetime Achievement Award. More than
all this, he is a Dad. Yes, my DAD. And also to my
brother and sister. He is Dado to his 6 Grandchildren and
to 3 Great Grandchildren. And I can't leave out how
important his wife Deborah has been in his life. And he is
still the greatest caller ever! Please join me in presenting
and congratulating this Lifetime Achievement Award to
Jon Jones.




MILESTONE AWARD PRESENTED TO KEN BOWER
Speech Presented by Buddy Weaver

The CALLERLAB Milestone Award is the highest award CALLERLAB can
bestow on any individual. The nominee is judged against rigid criteria in five
separate categories. A nominee must meet the criteria in all five categories to
receive the award. The primary purpose of this award is to recognize those
individuals who have made outstanding and significant contributions to the
field of square dancing.

In the square dance world, there are few who are so highly regarded — so
beloved as our honoree.

Background on our honoree — while working as a line pressman he was told by his supervisor
pressman that if he liked working there, he should be at square dance lessons the following night. Not
wanting to endanger his new job, off he and his wife went to lessons where they fell in love with
square dancing.

Almost right away, he became intrigued with calling. Voice lessons he had as a child made trying
singing calls seem easy and within a year of graduation, he was calling dances.

Unable to find caller teachers or mentorship, our honoree taught himself to call patter. Using Sets In
Order magazines, he wrote and memorized complete 2 % hour long dances. He started to develop a
style of patter calling of his own — eventually mastering an ability to get dancers to quiet down and
hang on every word, building excitement through his vocal showmanship, he will send a floor full of
people into a frenzy. No one had seen a style like that before — it was a style of calling that would
become representative of most of today's top callers. Within 7 years, our honoree was a sought after
caller throughout the region. Calling nights and weekends while still working in the print business.
One story goes of calling a “night owl dance” which ended at 5 in the morning, then driving straight to
work for a Sunday shift.

This pace couldn't last and following an appearance at the National Convention in 1968, which lead to
a flood of invitations to call everywhere, the decision was made to become a full-time caller. Within a
year, he was booked to call almost every night, which included weekly club dances that encompassed
four neighboring states. Each week driving over 900 miles Monday thru Thursday plus the weekends.

In 1971, while calling for the Hawaii State Convention, he received a life- changing telegram - “extend
your layover in California for two days — important.” He and his wife did and 48-hours later got back
on the plane at LAX with a contract to become this new thing called “resident caller” at an RV resort, a
new home in escrow and no idea what they were doing. So they did what any of us would do — they
went home, sold their house, loaded up 3 teenaged children and drove west to California - what would
be their forever home.

In this new role as resident caller, our honoree and his wife taught multiple beginner classes and
workshops. The went to every unit in the park to personally invite people to come learn to square
dance. He developed a successful tiered system of square dancing, one for beginners, one for the
occasional dancer, and one for the enthusiast. This was years before CALLERLAB and it's programs.
At it's peak, his square dance program had 300 squares dancing very week.

He was one of only two people who were the first in snowbird programs and what he and his wife
developed became a template for snowbird programs everywhere. He called in that field for 19 years in
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MILESTONE AWARD PRESENTED TO JERRY STORY
Speech Presented by Tony Oxendine

I am here tonight to present the CALLERLAB Milestone Award. The CALLERLAB
Milestone Award is the highest award CALLERLAB can bestow on any individual.
The nominee is judged against rigid criteria in five separate categories. A nominee
must meet the criteria in all five categories to receive the award. The primary
purpose of this award is to recognize those individuals, whether CALLERLAB
Members or not, who have made outstanding and significant contributions to the

field of square dancing. This is often a difficult decision, for there are many
outstanding people in our activity.

It’s at this point in most Milestone presentations that the presenter starts going through each of the
five criteria and how the recipient fulfills these criteria. So, I may as well divulge it now. I realize
that part of everyone’s fun is guessing who the recipient is by the vague clues in the presentation.
Perhaps some of you figured it out when you realized that I was the presenter. I can guarantee that
most of you will recognize this person as soon as I explain how this person has fulfilled the first
criteria by working in UNCHARTED FIELDS. If you have been under a rock for the past 50 years,
then you may need to know how this recipient’s contributions have STOOD THE TEST OF TIME.
There may still be some of you that don’t realize exactly how UNSELFISH this recipient has been
with his knowledge and talent. As I divulge this person’s identity, I also intend to explain this
recipient’s LEADERSHIP and PROFESSIONALISM both with our organization and in square
dancing in general.

There may still be one or two of you who are still in the dark about this recipient’s identity. So T'll
just have to tell you exactly who it is — But before I do, you should know that this recipient has had
perhaps the most BROAD INFLUENCE of any caller in the modern era. I know I promised to tell you
the identity several minutes ago, but before I do, there’s something you should know. Although I
wasn’t on the Executive Committee that approved this award almost two years ago, I was on the
Executive Committee that received another well thought out recommendation and presentation for
this recipient. This presentation was denied because it had already been approved the year before.
So, Charlie Robertson and Jet Roberts, I owe you a big apology. I had to inform you that your
presentation, though thoughtful and well laid out, was denied. You were just a year too late. So now,
at least two of you know the recipient’s identity — Well....... Maybe three since the third Amigo, Larry
Letson is in attendance tonight. Yup — I had to lie to him too. Actually, all it took was a phone call
from our Executive Director to get him to show up.

This presentation is very personal to me, and may be a bit longer than most, but this recipient was an
incredibly special person — Some would say the most gifted caller of modern times. Many would call
him the G.O.A.T, and there is much to be said for that. Personally, I (and many others) would say
that this person was probably the most naturally talented caller of our time — and I probably knew
him better than anyone - shy of his immediate family. In 2000, the CALLERLAB Board of Governors
wisely removed the restriction against presenting this award posthumously. Since I am sure that
most of you have guessed this recipient’s name by now, it is my distinct honor and privilege to inform
you that CALLERLAB’s highest honor, the Milestone, finally goes to my best friend — Jerry Story.

Many of you only knew Jerry as the “famous travelling professional square dance caller and festival
doer”. There are others — which include (as best as I can count) many past and current Committee
Chairmen, many past and current Committee Vice Chairmen, many past BOG Chairmen (I think Ted
may be one of the lucky ones), many past and present Executive Committee Members, many past and
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CHAIR’S AWARD RECIPIENT

PPRESENTED TO KEN RITUCCI
Speech Presented by Ted Lizotte

As most of you know, the Chairman’s Award is one of the
only decisions that is made without the need for a
committee of at least three to five people. I will admit
that I almost let this newfound freedom go to my head,
but Teresa was quick to bring me back to earth.

The Chairman’s Award was first presented by Jon Jones
in 1981, when I was a freshman in high school. Realizing
this fact sent me on the path for this award. So here we go:

Teaching.

It stands as one of humanity’s most noble endeavors, and it is truly the life blood of square dance
callers. Whether coaching other callers, educating a new class, or delivering a smooth and
entertaining dance routine; our ability and desire to help others be better always shines through.

As much as we concentrate on trying to get more dancers into the activity to help grow it, the reality is
that all the callers in this room can only give seven days a week. I call four local clubs in my area,
from basic to challenge. The best way for my area to get more dancers is to find more people with a
desire to learn the craft of calling and to help them get clubs of their own going. None of us can do it
all. We need more callers, and they need an education.

This brings us to this year’s recipient.

This teacher will receive their 50-year calling certificate next year, and has been a CALLERLAB
member since 1983, my junior year. They have attended 30 conventions, they are a member of over 12
committees, and have chaired several of them. They have served this organization as a board member
for 18 years, and during that time served on the EC for 8 years as well as taking a turn at Vice, and
yes also as Chair. One would think that that dedicated service to the organization would warrant an
award in and of itself, and it certainly earns my respect and gratitude, but that’s not the reason for the
award tonight.

Ken Ritucci learned the craft of calling from some of the greats in our activity; Jack Lasry, Lee
Kopman, Ed Foote and Jim Mayo to mention a few.

After attending numerous caller’s schools with Al Brundage and Earl Johnston from 1975-1982, he
was asked to join the staff in 1983. In 1992 he took over the school and ran it until 1998. For those
keeping score, that’s 15 years, which is a good run by any measure.

In 1991 Ken earned his Accredited Caller Coach designation and is currently the chair of that
committee.

In 2004, he began his own caller’s school, the Northeast Callers School, in my hometown of
Manchester, NH. This coming October the school will be celebrating its 20th anniversary.

Ken has started schools across the country, and across the world. He has taught callers in Germany,
Denmark, the Czech Republic, and Russia. You name it, Ken’s been there.

But enough about the statistics. Let’s talk about the man.
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A lot of us teach, but Ken has a true passion for helping new callers. I've seen it in action, firsthand.
He’s in his happy place when he sees that light go on with a new caller, and he loves to watch them
mature and grow. They come back to his schools year after year.

And he’s trying to make new caller coaches as well. Ken was the first person to ask me to make a
presentation at his school, back when I didn’t believe anyone would care about anything I had to say.
He invited me back year after year, and eventually put me on as a staff member. He politely forced me
to be better than I thought I could be.

He was instrumental in me earning my own accreditation in 2020, basically kicking me in the butt
and making this lazy caller do what needed to be done.

Ken helped bring out the best in me, just like he’s been helping to bring out the best in new callers and
caller coaches for over 35 years — and we're lucky he has.

Ladies and gentlemen, this year’s Chairman’s Award recipient — Ken Ritucci.

BOARD OF GOVERNORS SERVICE AWARDS
Speech Presented by Ted Lizotte

The Board of Governors Service Award is presented to retiring Board members in recognition of their
commitment to CALLERLAB as demonstrated by the selfless sharing of their time, talent and
leadership skills.

This year we have two retiring Board members.

Harlan Kerr began calling in 1987. He joined CALLERLAB in 2004 and
attended his first Convention in 2014. He has attended 9 CALLERLAB
Conventions. Harlan served on the Board from 2018 to 2024. He served on the
Executive Committee from 2019 to 2023 and completed 2 terms as Chair of the
Board from 2021 to 2023. Harlan currently serves as the Chair of the Basic
Mainstream Committee as well as the Chair of the Past Chairs Committee,
and Chair of the Professional Conduct Committee.

John Marshall began calling in 1969 and joined

CALLERLAB in 1980. He attended his first convention

that same year and has attended 40 CALLERLAB Conventions. John served on
the Board from 1987 to 1993 and again from 1994 to present. He served on the
Executive Committee in 1999, again in 2001, and again from 2005 to 2011. He
completed 2 terms as Vice Chair from 2006 to 2008 and 2 terms as Chair of the
Board from 2008 to 2010. John currently serves as Vice Chair of the Caller
Training Committee.

I'm pleased to present the Board of Governors Service Awards to retiring Board

members Harlan Kerr and John Marshall.
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FOUNDATION AWARDS
Speech Presented by: Justin Russell

The Foundation Board of Directors established the Patron of the Foundation Award to recognize
individuals and organizations which have demonstrated outstanding or contributing support to the
Foundation or square dancing. It is presented to individuals or organizations who have met the
following criteria:

1) Outstanding support to the Foundation or square dancing on a short term project.
2) Continuing to support the Foundation or square dancing on a long term basis, or
3) A substantial donation to the Foundation of $1,000 to $4,999 in a calendar year.

Today it 1s my honor to present two Patron of the Foundation Awards to donors who made donations
$1,000 and over to the CALLERLAB Foundation.

Our first recipient of the Patron of the Foundation award is the Tri-State Callers Association. To
accept the award on behalf of the Tri-State Callers Association, would Guy Steele please come
forward?

The Tri-State Callers Association made a donation of 5 scholarships in memory of Jim Mayo and Paul
Cote. Would members of the Tri-State Callers Association please stand to be recognized now.

Our second recipients of the Patron of the Foundation award are Janet and Jonathan Brooks.
They were unable to attend the Convention but sent a brief note to share with all of you:

Janet and Jon wish to share their gratitude and appreciation for CALLERLAB and the entire
Square Dancing Community. They want to show their thankfulness for the joy and fun they
receive from dancing, the true friendship theyve experience with other callers and dancers, and
the ability to encourage and promote this great, healthy and powerful activity to continue
through many more generations. Square Dancing people are the best people in the world.

Thank you to Janet and Jon for their contribution to preserve and promote square dancing!

CONVENTION VOLUNTEERS

We wish to take this opportunity to thank everyone who assisted in any capacity at this year’s
Convention! This includes all of those who served as moderators or panelists, our Registration and
Ways and Means staff, those who served as emcees, presenters, Committee Chairs and Vice Chairs,
our exhibitors, the members of the Executive Committee and the Board of Governors, and especially,
all of our attendees.

A special thanks to CALLERLAB Members Scott Bennett and Vernon Jones for assisting the
Home Office with sound during the 49th CALLERLAB Convention!

To everyone who attended and helped out in any way, please accept our sincere thanks for your
contributions to a great Convention!
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CONVENTION MEDIA

This year, we were excited to again partner with Ray Owens—Square Dance Tech,
(www.squaredancetech.com)! We hope you enjoy the photos by clicking the links below.

Photos: 3/24/24 Photos: 3/25/24 Photos: 3/26/24

VENDORS AT CONVENTION

Thanks to those who exhibited their products and services during this year’s
CALLERLAB Convention. They were:

#*  74th Nationals - Ted & Tonia Hofmeister +  QGuild of Pride - Dana Schirmer
* 75th Nationals - Gary & Claudia Lester «  Hipster Productions/ROUNDALAB - Al Hipkins

* ASD Magazine - Buddy Weaver * Just Another Square Dance Caller - Larada Horner-Miller

*  Chic - Shauna Kaaria * Yak Stak - Scott Bennett
* CTP - John Carlton

CONVENTION RECORDINGS

The audio recordings from the 2024 CALLERLAB Convention held in Grapevine, TX are now
available! Contact the Home Office to order a set today! The recordings are available via DropBox for
$25 or USB and CD for $40.

HALF CENTURY RECOGNITIONS
Presented by Toby Thomason

A total of 298 CALLERLAB Members have received the Half Century Certificate. Of the 110 current
CALLERLAB members who have previously received this award, 27 attended the 2024 CALLERLAB
Convention.

This year, Rick Gittelman, Rick Hampton, Tony Oxendine, Bob Stern, Carol Teal and Tim
Tyl (pictured below) attended the Convention and received their Half Century Award Certificates.

In addition, there were eight active CALLERLAB Members who earned their Half Century Award
Certificate this year but were unable to attend the Convention. They are: Randy Dibble, Aaron
Gordon, Norman Shaffor, William "Allen" Snell, Darrell Sprague, Bucky Tenney, Gary Titus,
and Matt Worley.

Two Members attending the 2024 CALLERLAB Convention received their 50 Year Certificate by mail
in the year they reached this milestone. This was the first convention we had the opportunity to honor
them by name at a convention. They were: Tim Crawford and Pat McBride.

Congratulations!
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QUARTER CENTURY RECOGNITIONS
Presented by Allan Hurst

Since 1986, a total of 1,552 CALLERLAB Members have received the Quarter Century
Certificate. Of those, 58 were at the 2024 CALLERLAB Convention.

This year, David Boggs, Lelia Kentmeister, and Steve Ocskasy (pictured in
order to the right) attended the Convention and received their Quarter Century
Award Certificates.

Additionally, eight Members who will celebrate their 25th anniversary of calling this year
were unable to attend the 2024 CALLERLAB Convention. They are: Ronald Bell-Roemer,
Gene Chamberlain, Mike Goff, Wolfgang Haehnel, Yoshiyuki Kuriki, Sheldon [
Losnick, James "Jimmie Mac" McArthur, and Chris "Fen" Tamanaha.

Five Members attended this Convention and received their 25 Year Certificate by mail in
the year they reached this milestone. This is the first Convention that we had the
opportunity to honor them by name. They were: Philipp Aff, Sue Curtis, Mark Hall,
Martin Kromer, and Ken Burke.

Congratulations!

SPECIAL RECOGNITION AWARDS
Speech Presented by Ken Ritucci

The ACC Committee has been busy this past year. About two years ago the committee began looking
at revising the Curriculum Guidelines and Technical Supplement. With a few exceptions, the
documents have not been updated since they were originally written in the 1980's. Two years ago, Ed
Foote, Dottie Welch and I did a "light review". Then, this past year the entire committee was given
sections to review and make comments/changes etc. However, a "Deeper Dive" was needed. It was also
determined a different approach was needed for more efficiency in the process.

A team of six Accredited Caller Coaches volunteered to do the work of reviewing the entire document.
As Chairman, I deliberately stayed out of the process, letting the committee add their expertise to the
process. Dottie Welch was asked to chair this important subcommittee, named the "Deep Dive Team."
For the past 12 months, this subcommittee has been working diligently in reviewing and making
updates to every section.

As Chairman of the committee, I would like to publicly recognize these hard-working individuals. We
are pleased to have four of the six coaches in our audience tonight. As I call your name, will these
coaches please come to the stage to receive a special certificate of achievement in recognition of your
tireless work on this very important project.

Deborah Carroll-Jones, Jon Jones, Barry Clasper, and
Dottie Welch

Two other coaches, Paul Bristow and Steve Turner
unfortunately could not be here at the convention this year.
Their certificates will be mailed to them.

Thank you again to the members who worked on this
project.

Dottie, Barry, Jon & Deborah
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APPRECIATION AWARDS

Much of the work of CALLERLAB is done by our committees. Dedicated Committee Chairs and Vice
Chairs are the people who make it happen with the committee structure. The following individuals
were recognized at the CALLERLAB Convention:

Pam Clasper, Chair History Committee (now assigned as History liaison); Barry Johnson, Chair
SSD Committee; Ted Lizotte, Vice Chair Music Producers Committee; Justin Russell, Vice Chair
Marketing Committee; Dana Schirmer, Chair Basic Mainstream Committee; and Wendy
VanderMeulen, Chair Public Relations Committee.

CALLERLAB recognized our members that have given of their time to help with the Caller Training
Seminars at the 72nd National Square Dance Convention in Mobile, AL: Deborah Carroll-Jones,
Betsy Gotta, Paul Henze, Barry Johnson, Jon Jones, Ted Lizotte, Tom Miller, Bear Miller,
Tony Oxendine, Jack Pladdys, Mike Sikorsky, and Dottie Welch.

CALLERLAB and the Foundation had a vendor booth at the 72rd National Square Dance Convention
in Mobile, AL. We had requested members to help out if they were attending the convention. Several
members did stop in at the booth to help: Bob Asp, Rob Baird, Cheryl Bebernes, Walt Burr,
Jeremy Butler, Don Casper, Travis & Dorothy Cook, Ed Crowley, Tom Davis, Dee Dee
Dougherty-Lottie & Bob Lottie, Paula Egenolf, Phil Farmer, Holly Ferreira, Bill Garrison,
Ron & Judy Giuliana, Mike Goff, Betsy Gotta, Patty Greene, Paul Henze, Mike & Denise
Hogan, Lawrence Johnstone, Jon Jones & Deborah Carroll Jones, Vernon Jones, Shauna
Kaaria, Harlan Kerr, Ted Lizotte, Bob Lottie, Tom Manning, Bear Miller, Tony Oxendine,
Charlie Petrea, Jack Pladdys, Sherry Pladdys, Bob & Ann Poyner, Lakota Raleigh, The
Sahlstrom Family, Mike & Lisa Seastrom, Amanda Skidmore, Bryan & Harue Swift ,
Michele Vieira, Jim & Ann Wass, Wayne Weston, and Chuck & Kristy Woods
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KEYNOTE ADDRESS
Presented by Tim Crawford

Thanks to Tim Crawford who presented our Keynote Address
during the Opening Session at the 49th CALLERLAB Convention.
The Opening Session is included as part of the Convention
Recordings. Contact the Home Office to purchase your copy today
so you can listen to Tim’s Keynote!

INTRODUCING THE

NEW EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

A huge thank you to retiring Executive
Committee Member and Vice Chair, Buddy
Weaver. The new Executive Committee took
over on Wednesday, March 27, 2024. In order
of the photo, they are: Jack Pladdys, Vice
Chair dJustin Russell, Shauna Kaaria,
Tony Oxendine, and Chair Ted Lizotte.
We look forward to their service to

CALLERLAB in this leadership role.

50TH CALLERLAB CONVENTION—2025
Working Together: Don’t Stop Believin’

Be part of history as we commemorate CALLERLAB’s 50th
Convention. Join us for special events, professional
development, and memories that will last a lifetime. We're
calling back to the very first CALLERLAB Convention in 1974
when the theme was “Working Together.”

Start making your plans to join us for the 50th CALLERLAB
Convention to be held in Greenville, SC April 14-16, 2025. The
Convention will be held at the Embassy Suites Golf Resort,
Greenville, SC. Don’t miss out on this milestone event!

Early bird rates are available through September 1. Everyone
who pre-registers before September 1 will be entered to win 1
of 2 $100 CALLERLAB Gift Certificates. Register online:
https://callerlab.org/registration-information.

As we gear up to celebrate the 50th Convention, the Home Office
is selling 50th Convention swag. Check out our concert style t-
shirts with the gold logo on the front and the CALLERLAB
Convention history on the back.

Visit https://callerlab.printify.me/products to order a shirt,
sweatshirt, ornament or mug.
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL BECOME A VOTING
Thank you for renewing your CALLERLAB Membership! MEMBER!

Members requiring proof of insurance or needing a certificate of  vou do not have to attend a
additional insured naming a rental facility are reminded that the  CATIERLAB Convention to
necessary certificates must be obtained directly from the insurance
company. The certificates are available by calling Northwest
Insurance Brokers at (208) 322-8300 or e-mailing
jenny@NorthWestBrokers.com. Identify yourself as a Member of
CALLERLAB and they will issue the certificate after verifying your  that can be completed. If you
membership. Certificates are normally sent within 72 hours. This  meet the quayﬁcatlons, you may
insurance program is only available to U.S. Members. become a Voting Member.

Ask the Home Office for more
Did you know you can renew online? Thank you to the Members  details.
who have renewed their membership using the new online option.

become a voting member.

CALLERLAB has an

Alternative Involvement Form

Doing so saves CALLERLAB time and money!

BOARD OF GOVERNORS ELECTION

If you would like to be a candidate for the Board of Governors, petitions are available online or from
the Home Office. Your valid petition, a brief biography of 200 words or less, and a current photo must
be in the Home Office no later than July 1, 2024! Candidates must have been a full Member for no less
than three years and must obtain the signatures of 25 Active (Voting) Members. Seven positions will
be elected to three-year terms on the Board, beginning with the Board of Governors’ meeting
immediately following the 2025 Annual Meeting. As of May 30th, eight petitions have been received by
the Home Office. Those petitions received are from

Shawn Brown, Michael Braithwaite, Ray Brendzy, Brad Caldwell, Travis Cook, Patty
Greene, Mike Hogan, Harlan Kerr, Charlie Petrea, Bob Riggs, and Wendy VanderMeulen

Please contact the Home Office if you have questions pertaining to completing or submitting a
petition.

MILESTONE NOMINATIONS

Nominations are currently being accepted by the Home Office. Milestone Nominations are accepted
from May 1 to July 31 each year. The CALLERLAB Milestone Award is the highest award
CALLERLAB can bestow on any individual. The nominee is judged against rigid criteria in five
separate categories. A nominee must meet the criteria in all five categories to receive the award.

1) The recipient must have worked in UNCHARTED FIELDS.

2) The individual’s contributions to the activity must have STOOD THE TEST OF TIME

3) These Contributions must have been UNSELFISH.

4) In the course of making those contributions, the recipient must have displayed true
LEADERSHIP AND PROFESSIONALISM.

5) Finally, the recipients’ work must have had a BROAD INFLUENCE on the activity.

Learn more about the criteria and how to nominate someone on the Milestone Nomination Form.
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COMMITTEE REPORTS
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Accredited Caller Coach Committee — Dottie Welch (Member)

The committee has four callers in the process of being accredited. The committee continues to
advertise in ASD. Work continues on the revision of the Curriculum Guidelines and Technical
Supplement. The committee discussed the need to emphasize teaching new callers to teach.
Documentation on how to use zoom for caller training is on the radar to be developed. It was also
noted that additional information should be presented on styling.

Advanced Committee — Ray Brendzy (Chair)

The committee discussed the definition of Zig Zag. The committee also reviewed the Online Teaching
Resource relating to the Advanced Program. Volunteers were solicited to work on the resource with
Dottie Welch and the Choreographic Applications Committee. There was also a brief discussion on the
impact of the Proposal on the Advanced Lists.

Basic and Mainstream Committee — Harlan Kerr (Chair)

The committee discussed the Basic teaching order and decided not to make any changes at this time.
An instructional manual is in development for the Basic Program — led by Dottie Welch. Emphasis
Calls will be starting twice a year — led by Michael Braithwaite. There was a huge amount of support
for the Proposal from committee members.

Caller Training Committee — Betsy Gotta (Chair)
The Committee published a revised Starter Kit as a free download on the CALLERLAB website this

year. The Certified Square Dance Teacher Project is now moving forward. By next year, the committee
hopes to have completed the short and long tests. Betsy reminded folks that there is a Mentoring
Guidelines document available to callers. Betsy invited members to join the committee.

Choreographic Applications — Dottie Welch (Chair)

The committee reviewed the status of current projects and allocated jobs for the future. The major
current project is creating the Advanced section of Online Teaching Resource. Dottie invited attendees
to visit and use teaching.callerlab.org. The landing page now includes a novelties section.

Committee for Community and Traditional Dance — Bob Riggs (Chair

The Committee sponsored the pre-convention Community Dance Leaders Seminar this year with a
moderate turnout and worthwhile content. The committee discussed how to educate Members on how
to teach in schools. The committee continues to publish the CD Journal. Bob encouraged Members to
subscribe to the CD Journal and join the committee.

Definitions Committee — Guy Steele (Chair)

During the last year, the committee revised the Plus Definitions to include improved wording of linear
cycle. An update was also made to the C-1 Definitions with various changes. The committee reviewed
the Additional Details Document which includes information not covered by the Definitions
Documents — Dottie Welch is taking the lead on this revision. It is out for the final 6-week review.
Work continues revising definitions for (Anything) & Spread and Zig Zag. The committee started brief
discussion on the impact the Proposal might have on the Definitions documents. During the meeting,
the committee also briefly discussed standard computer interchange format for cut and paste and
which committee should oversee that.
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Social Connections Committee — Mike Seastrom (Chair)

Mike commended Barry on the KnowledgeBase. The Social Connections Committee planned a social
event at the Monday dance where attendees filled out a badge with their favorite superhero to
stimulate conversation and mixed squares with playing cards. They also encouraged folks to share
their favorite singing call during the Chairman’s Social on Tuesday night. Mike encouraged attendees
to try these ideas at their clubs. The committee also encourages attendees to create an e-signature
template to organically connect with folks you email. Brian Freed hosted a Birds of a Feather Session
at the Convention. The committee would like to see outside professionals in social connectivity present
at future conventions. The Committee owns the Welcoming Dance Document and discussed how to
make sure folks know the resource exists.

Social Square Dance Committee — Buddy Weaver (Chair)

The committee discussed the triennial review currently in progress and the introduction of a revised
teaching order coming soon. Discussion has started with the Basic and Mainstream Chair on the
1mpact of the Proposal on SSD, Basic and Mainstream.

Ways & Means Committee — Justin Russell (Chair)
The committee talked about the new campaign — $50K for the 50th. They will be adding a tiered

system for donations. The Committee will be producing literature letting folks know about the work
done by the Foundation. There will be a live auction at the 50th Convention. The Committee is
exploring ideas to encourage fundraising around National Square Dance Day on November 29.

Women in Calling Committee — Julianne Burr (Chair)

The committee supported the WIC Institute prior to the Convention. The committee hosted zoom
sessions that were well attended over the past year. The ASD Magazine will be publishing stories of
women callers, and the committee will also be submitting articles for DIRECTION. More zoom
training sessions are planned. The committee discussed how to deal with harassment in the calling
field. The committee will be voting on a change in the member prerequisites to open membership to
anyone who would like to support women callers. The Chair and Vice Chair will remain women
callers.

At the 73rd NSDC

73rd NSDC in Milwaukee, WI
Milwaukee, WI

Are you attending the 73rd National Square Dance
Convention? If so, please plan to wear your CALLERLAB
badge and stop by the CALLERLAB booth to pick up a
CALLERLAB ribbon to wear. Sign up to assist in the booth or
just stop by and visit. We are always happy to see fellow
Members during the Convention.

Friday, June 28t will be our “CALLERLAB Blue Shirt Day”.
We ask all Members who have a CALLERLAB blue shirt to
wear it proudly that day!
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CALLER SCHOOLS LISTING

Attached is a list of known caller schools that are planned during 2024. We encourage new callers as
well as experienced callers to attend a school. Caller schools will always rejuvenate every caller’s
attitude and skills. Scholarships are available for those with financial needs.

WAYS & MEANS COMMITTEE
By Justin Russell

The Ways & Means Committee was busy at the 49th CALLERLAB Convention in Grapevine, TX. The
party started on Sunday evening with the Pre-Convention Dance. Vice-Chair John Sloper was the
MC for the evening with a full program of talented dance leaders including Jon Jones, Vernon
Jones, Mike Seastrom, Darryl Lipscomb, Charlie Robertson, Scott Bennett and Jan Toms on
the rounds. That evening we raised $1,800 for the Foundation for the Promotion and Preservation of
Square Dancing. We were excited about the turnout with over 200 people signing in.

On Monday during the Opening Session, Chair Justin Russell announced the new

mitiative of “850k for the 50th”. The new campaign is to raise $50,000 to benefit the

Foundation by the end of the 50th Convention in Greenville. These funds will be

used for caller education as well as projects like the Marketing Committee’s videos

currently available on YouTube and the development of the website
www.LiveLivelySquareDance.com. Justin also explained that ten CALLERLAB

members have pledged $5,000 each, if the Ways & Means Committee can raise the

$50,000. That means between now and the end of the 50th CALLERLAB

Convention in Greenville, we have the opportunity to raise $100,000 for the Foundation. At the
Convention, we had pledge cards available at the Registration Desk. They will also be available at the
CALLERLAB booth at the 73rd NSDC in Milwaukee.

We hope every member will take part in this campaign. You can donate directly on the website at
www.callerlabfoundation.com under the tab “Make A Donation”. You can also contact the Home Office.

The Ways & Means Committee encourages you to sponsor a Fundraiser Dance in your area. This
would be a great opportunity to let dancers know what CALLERLAB is doing as well as the
Foundation. Your contribution will be noted on the Foundation website. Be sure to look at upcoming
Directions for more information from the Ways & Means Committee on fundraising opportunities to
make sure we get to $100,000 by April 16, 2025.

IN MEMORY
Scott Amspoker, Albuquerque, NM
Homer Magnet, Minford, OH
Les Centers, Nicholsville, KY
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LEGAL ASPECTS OF SELLING AND GIFTING DIGITAL MUSIC FILES
Reprinted from the November-December 2017 DIRECTION

Recently the Board of Governors addressed the legality of retiring callers selling or gifting a laptop
with digital music to other callers. The question was asked of our attorney who has presented the
following legal opinion.

From our attorney:

“The legality of selling or gifting digital music files has recently been addressed by the Federal Courts
in Capitol Records, LLC v. ReDigi Inc., 934 F. Supp. 2d 640 (S.D.N.Y. 2013). ReDigi
(redigi.com) is a company that offered an online marketplace for individuals to sell their legally
purchased mp3s. Capitol Records sued ReDigi, claiming copyright infringement in ReDigi's business
model due to the upload of the individual's music file to the ReDigi server. Capitol Records claimed
this "copying" of the file violated US copyright laws.

The Court ultimately sided with Capitol Records, finding that ReDigi was violating copyright law,
mostly because ReDigi's service transferred the songs from (e.g. someone's laptop) to the ReDigi
servers, and then on to the ultimate purchaser. Because these transfers involved making copies of the
digital files, the Court found that the process infringed the underlying copyright, even though the
ReDigi service made it so that seller's laptop was scrubbed of the mp3 once it was uploaded, so that
the seller could not retain a copy as well. (Obviously, the laptop owner could have simply saved all the
music to a different external hard drive before uploading to ReDigi, but that's kind of beside the point
here).

However, in addition to finding that ReDigi was infringing, the court also addressed other forms of
digital music sales.

The court specifically held that selling a laptop, hard drive, or other similar device with music files
that were legally purchased is not a copyright infringement.

The Court stated, "Section 109(a) still protects a lawful owner's sale of his/her 'particular' phono re-
cord, be it a computer hard disk, iPod, or other memory device onto which the file was originally
downloaded. While this limitation clearly presents obstacles to resale that are different from, and per-
haps even more onerous than those involved in the resale of CDs and cassettes, the limitation is
hardly absurd. The first sale doctrine was enacted in a world where the ease and speed of data
transfer could not have been imagined."

This makes sense because there is no copying at all--just the sale or gifting of a legally purchased
music file.
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FROM OUR MEMBERS

Opinions expressed in letters or articles from our Members are those of the writers and do not necessarily reflect
those of CALLERLAB, nor of the editor. The editor reserves the right to condense, omit or re-write all or any part
of material sent to CALLERLAB for publication.

A Club Callers Experience with SSD
By Jeff Palmer

I am a club caller here in Colorado Springs area. Our club has been employing
the SSD program since COVID-19.

After teaching the Mainstream and Plus programs for many years, I studied
the SSD program documents on the CALLERLAB website before teaching this
program. The results for our club have been very positive.

1. The SSD program has provided a quicker entry from street to club with less stress and better
retention for our club.

2. The attendees have been younger, enthusiastic, quick learners, and retain well.

3. The enthusiasm of the younger ones somehow seems to rub off on the older students.

4. The students are dancing successfully with the club in much less time.

5. The new students bring out their friends to lessons thus providing new dancers and contacts.

6. You can conduct more than one set of lessons per year.

7. 1 feel that diving into the SSD program has invigorated my passion for calling and made me
better.

8. The new dancers provide a positive atmosphere for both club, caller, and square dancing in
general.

9. Our club dancing skill level and retention has improved.
10.The dancers are laughing, smiling, and truly enjoying the activity, and they are telling others
about it.

When we returned to dancing from Covid-19, we were dancing two squares. We now are dancing five
to seven squares on a regular basis and we had nine squares dancing at our last open house and
currently have over thirty in our new class. When we start a new SSD class, it is the newer excited
dancers that are telling their friends and bringing them out to class. The result has been, in my
opinion, the way the SSD program was designed to work.

At our last Colorado State Festival, we noticed an interesting dynamic. We had three square dancing
halls: Plus, Mainstream, and SSD. The Plus and SSD halls were full and the Mainstream Hall found
it challenging to fill two squares!

There are other items that we do concerning our classes but space prevents me from listing them here.
There is a negative to the SSD program but, it’s not the program, it’s callers! For years now we have
all experienced the declining numbers of dancers, the general decline in our dancers’ abilities, and the
hand-wringing over how we need to “Fix this problem.” For us, SSD has been the fix. It is also
unfortunate some callers have determined that SSD is “boring, slow, watered-down Mainstream.”
Totally false! I can only presume that these callers have not studied the program or have a misguided
interpretation of it. Unfortunately, some these callers have chosen to call SSD as “boring, slow,
watered-down Mainstream.” In my personal experience I have hired callers for our club that have told
me that they call SSD and, unfortunately, really had no idea on how to employ the SSD program
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successfully which has resulted in this program getting a bad reputation that has spilled over onto
some of our dancers.

My advice is if you are going to use the SSD program, do your homework and employ the program as it
was designed and do not degrade the program by not being educated in it.

I am just a simple club caller, if I can do it in what I deem as successful, you can do it. Probably better!

HOME OFFICE REMARKS

By Teresa Berger, Executive Director

We were pleased to host 239 callers, partners, and dancers at the 49th CALLERLAB Convention in
Grapevine, TX in March 2024! Attendees participated in general assemblies, more than 30 interest
sessions on varying aspects of calling, choreography, music, club relations, technology, and more,
various CALLERLAB committee meetings, dancing, and networking throughout the week. Of note
was an exciting energy throughout the event as attendees discussed the future of the square dance
activity and the role CALLERLAB can play in helping elongate the existence of our activity for future
generations.

We "repped" the CALLERLAB blue.

We reconnected with old friends.

We made new connections.

We discussed important issues.

We "researched" choreography.

We discussed differing viewpoints.
We shared our stories.

We honored legends.

We planned for next year.

We dreamed big about the future of

square dancing.
We worked hard Home Office Staff: Frank, Elisa & Teresa Berger, Avery Arnold & Renee Albers

We laughed.
We cried.
We celebrated.

I am so proud of our leadership, members, and the organization as a whole. Another shoutout to our
amazing staff, the planning committee and all our volunteers throughout the week. We couldn't have
done it without you.
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DONATIONS TO THE FOUNDATION

Robert Abdinoor Kip Garvey Shoichi Katsura Donn Thomson
Richard Berry Aaron Goodman Harlan Kerr Masaru Wada
Robert Brown Clay Goss Clint McLean Byron Yoshimura
Jeremy Butler Betsy Gotta Elaine Mikenas Texas Dancers
John Cook Jay Haines Northern California Square
Patrick Cox Mike Halley 1]?'ancers A Joill:ul:/;e(ljnlf;zllgfers
D. Dalton John Harden im Pepper
Larry Davenport Dave Harry Al Rouff Ray Donohoo
Ray Donohoo Jay Henderson Doug Sewell
Gary Evans Mike Hogan Jeannette Staeuble
James Folz Kris Jensen Guy Steele

DONATIONS TO THE SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Robert Brown Aaron Goodman Clint McLean Masaru Wada
Denise Carbonell Mike Halley Elaine Mikenas Buzz Chapman
D. Dalton Jay Henderson Bill Restall Harlan Kerr
LaNetta Dunn Bob Knudson Jeannette Staeuble Del Morton
Anthony Egan Marianne Lenta Donn Thomson
Tami Gear Laura McDaniel Ed Vieth

| DONATIONS TO CALLERLAB |

Rod Bradish
Robert Brown
Rosie Caudle
Barry Clasper
Cherie Cox

D. Dalton
Jerry Davidson

Sal Fanara

Jerry Goshorn
Clay Goss

Dave Guille
Mike Halley
Candice Hansen
Terry Hebert
Jay Henderson

Peggy Hensley

Barry Johnson
Harlan Kerr

Charles Lu

Clint McLean

Elaine Mikenas
Larada Horner Miller
Shozo Nishimura

Warren Painter

Richard Reel
Nancy Rule
Jeannette Stacuble
Guy Steele

Donn Thomson
Masaru Wada
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